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tains such fear is no brahmacharya. RishyashringaV brahmacharya
is not our ideal. Nevertheless, for the past three weeks I have
practically given up putting my hands on the shoulders of girls
regarded as grown-up, for the doubt which occurred to you occurred
also to other inmates of the Ashram. In such a matter I need
not insist on my own point of view. Putting one's hands on the
shoulders of girls cannot be a matter of principle, and therefore
as soon as the issue was raised I discussed the matter with every-
one and gave up the practice. The girls have felt a little hurt by
this, but on the whole they are reconciled to it and in time will
get completely reconciled. No one, of course, should imitate my
practice. Anyone who has fatherly feelings towards girls will not
shrink, when necessary, from touching them in a manner befitting
a father and the world also will not censure him,
I do not understand what you write about . . .2 and
why you are pained by the matter. You admit that you made a
mistake in writing to him and advising him to follow my advice
and in asking me to guide him. After that, where was the need
for me to discuss the matter with you? Moreover, how could I
believe that you could tell me anything more than what . . .
would about his relation to his wife? Despite what you write
and tell me, I believe that my advice to ... was the right one.
I have sent him there with the advice, and in the hope that, if he
was sincere in the vow of brahmacharya which he had taken in
regard to his wife, he would even now observe it. He has gone
there to demonstrate that he is a brother and a friend of his wife.
This is my view of the matter, which he has completely under-
stood. If, instead of behaving as a brother, he acts like a husband,
you may assume that his vow of brahmacharya in regard to his
wife was insincere. It was only waiting for an opportunity to be
broken. I suppose you have not overlooked the fact that he was
never free from impure feelings towards other women. If ...
still writes to you about himself, I suggest that you should come
and see me in the matter. I had suggested this course to you even
earlier. I think it best that you should give up the attempt to
guide . . . independently. If you do not understand what I have
said in this letter, ask me again. You should have no doubt at all,
I have none, about the rightness of my advice to ... If you have
any, however, or feel any doubt later, ask me again and again.
1 A character in the Ramayana.   He had no acquaintance with  women
and was lured away by the first woman he met
2 Name omitted